EPISODES   OF  THE   GREAT   WAK,

the German front. That he chose to disregard this
order was not the fault of Great Headquarters.

But in a sense he was justified in his disobedience.
Great Headquarters wished to have both success and
security, and the two were incompatible. Their
urgent need was a decisive victory. Things were in a
perilous state in the East. Austria was stumbling
from failure to failure, and would presently need
help. Already corps had had to be sent eastward
from France, and large bodies of troops were detained
at Antwerp, at Brussels, at Maubeuge, and along
the ever lengthening communications. Kluck and
Biilow, the marching wing of the advance, had been
compelled to shed brigades as if there were no armies
of Prance before them. By this time the German
forces had lost any chance of superiority in numbers.
Their men, who had broken every record for their
speed of advance, were, as the daily reports of the
army commanders told them, very weary. The
German people might be confident and hilarious,
but Great Headquarters knew that their fortunes
were on a razor edge. At all costs they must
bring the enemy to action at once and secure a
decision.

The true criticism of Germany is not that out of
pedantry she forewent her chance of demoralizing
the enemy by the seizure of his capital. Where she
failed was far back in her whole conception of
enveloping strategy. To envelop great armies with-
out a colossal superiority in numbers was from the
start a forlorn hope. It was a plan born of over-
confidence and one contrary to the doctrine of Clause-
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